[Coronary surgery in patients with severely impaired left ventricular function].
Views on surgical treatment of patients with coronary disease and severely restricted left ventricular function are still controversial. In the present work the authors compare the results of direct reconstruction of the coronary arteries in 184 patients with satisfactory or medium restricted left ventricular function (SLV) with a group of 77 patients with severely restricted left ventricular function (RLV). Twenty-three clinical, angiographic, peroperative and postoperative indicators were compared. Patients with RLV had more frequently a myocardial infarction before operation, on average a more restricted functional capacity and lower ejection fraction of the left ventricle than patients with SLV. The mortality during hospitalization was 1.1% in patients with SLV and 5.2% in patients with RLV. These results confirm that reconstruction of the coronary arteries is safe also in patients with a significantly restricted left ventricular function. An essential prerequisite of successful operation is perfect peroperative protection of the heart muscle by the method of continuous local cooling.